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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Whilst parking problems are common in the towns of the Borough of Macclesfield and
throughout towns and cities of the UK, they are perceived by residents to be particularly
acute in Bollington. Bollington is a linear town, with one main road running the full length
of the Town taking different names on the way through (Bollington Road, Henshall Road,
Wellington Road, Palmerston Street, Shrigley Road). There are numerous locations in the
Town where current parking on both sides of the carriageway reduces the road to single line
traffic, particularly with many heavy vehicles using the Town. On each side of the main
through road are residential developments, often on narrow hilly streets, with many terraced
houses without garages where residents’ parking reduces the carriageway to a single lane.
The number of shops in the Town has decreased significantly in recent years and there is a
general wish to support the remaining shops, business and employment in the Town as much
as possible. In addition there have been suggestions that the Town should build on the
successes of the Festival and the many Clubs and Societies to support more events and build
up a greater tourism economy. In the consultation of residents forming the background to the
Parish Plan, car parking/traffic problems were ranked second only to concerns about over
development. Detailed surveys of parking and traffic problems were carried out (see Your
Bollington sections 5.3 and 5.4) and it was recommended that discussions should take place
with Highways/Traffic Engineers for the County and Borough Councils to agree solutions to
these problems. Some meetings have taken place and one result has been the re-marking of
Pool Bank car park to increase capacity from 48 to 74 cars. However, there has been no
proper consideration of the wider concerns expressed in the Parish Plan, it appears because
the Council officers are fully committed on other work. Requests for support for an
independent professional assessment of the parking situation in Bollington have been refused.
As a result, the Parish Plan Implementation Group, with support from the Town Council,
decided to carry out its own study of the problems. Prior to the launch of the study, the
proposals were discussed with Cheshire County Council Highways engineers who provided
some helpful background information.

The terms of reference for the study are as follows:

(i)  To consider the adequacy of the current arrangements for provision of on-street and off
street parking to encourage the maintenance and growth of the retail economy in
Bollington.

(i) To consider the adequacy of the current arrangements for provision of on-street and off
street parking at public buildings to support local events and performances in
Bollington.

(i) To consider the position with respect to parking for residents, particularly for terraced
houses in narrow streets.

(iv) To consider the needs for additional parking to encourage tourism in Bollington.

(v) To consider any significant congestion issues and possible measures to relieve these.



2.0 BASIS OF THE STUDY

The project was launched at a public meeting at Bollington Community Centre on 29"
August 2007. The collection of data was carried out by a total of 18 volunteers, over a period
of seven days from September 10" to 16™ (during School term time). A general map of
Bollington is shown in Figure 1 and the areas covered are shown on Figure 2.

In Figure 2, the off street car parks are marked as blue circles and these are listed in Table 1
together with a summary of the number of parking places available at these locations. The
car parks are numbered (i) to (xii) on the map to help identify locations. The on street
regions of the Town included in the study are marked with red lines and are listed in Table 2
together with an estimate of the number of spaces reasonably available at these locations.
The locations of the main shopping regions are marked on Figure 2 with black lines — these
are as follows:

Palmerston Street

Wellington Road in the Garden Street area.

Wellington Road in the Albert Road to Grimshaw Lane area.
Bollington Road opposite Flash Lane.

Grimshaw Lane at corner of Greenfield Road

Ovenhouse Lane at Crossfield Road.
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The four primary schools are marked on Figure 2 with green rectangles. These are as
follows:

I. Bollington Cross (C of E Controlled) — Bollington Road
II. St John’s School (C of E Aided) — Grimshaw Lane
III. Dean Valley Community School — Albert Road
IV. St Gregory’s School (Catholic) — Albert Road

The major places of employment in the Town are marked on Figure 2 with yellow rectangles.
These are as follows:

a) Adelphi Mill — Grimshaw Lane

b) BC Transport Ltd. — Clough Bank, off Grimshaw Lane.
c) Clarence Mill — Clarence Terrace

d) Kay Metzeler Ltd., Wellington Road.

e) Slater Harrison Ltd — end of Albert Road

f) Tullis Russell — Palmerston Street / end of Church Street

Locations where events and performances take place involving significant audience levels
with parking requirements are marked on Figure 2 with red rectangles. These are as follows:

Civic Hall

Arts Centre
Methodist Church
Recreation Ground

Sawp

Also marked on Figure 2, with black circles, are positions where some degree of congestion
has been observed to occur, defined as frequent interruption to free flow of traffic.



3.0 MODUS OPERANDI

Checks were carried out on each day at approximately 9-00 am, 12-00 noon, 3-00 pm and
8-00 pm on the number of parking spaces available at the main off street car parks as listed in
Table 1. In addition spot checks were made on three occasions on the turnover at Pool Bank
Car Park and in the stretch of Palmerston Street with shops during one hour periods by
recording the numbers of cars leaving and cars arriving at these locations.

The team of volunteers checked lengths of the streets listed in Table 2 at the same nominal
times of 9-00 am, 12-00 noon, 3-00 pm and 8-00 pm to record where cars were parked and
where there were spaces not in prohibited locations. A record was also taken of numbers of
cars parked on footways or yellow lines.

The capacities of the various off street car parks were determined by counting the numbers of
marked spaces. The capacities for on street parking were determined by counting the
numbers of cars actually parked safely on each stretch of road and adding the number of any
unoccupied car length spaces also present. If cars were present causing congestion, these
were discounted from the appropriate capacity.

Volunteers were requested to note the locations of congestion due to the presence of parked
vehicles. The checks included observations on parking/congestion at the four schools. Each
of the four schools was asked to complete forms on each day for the number of pupils in each
class travelling to school by car.

The four major transport firms in the Town were asked to complete forms showing heavy
vehicle movements each morning and afternoon to and from their premises. Bus movements
were derived from timetables.

For locations where congestion on the main road was observed, a check was carried out to
measure the width of the road and the width of the associated footways. These checks were
carried out using an ultrasonic distance measuring device for safety reasons. More detailed
checks will be necessary to map the exact geometry as the widths vary along the length of the
carriageway and footway.

4.0 RESULTS

The raw data for the detailed results at each location included in the study have been entered
into an Excel spreadsheet, showing the number of cars present, and the number parked on the
footway or on yellow lines on each day at each of the survey times. From these data and the
estimated capacity, the occupancy of available parking space was recorded and the
percentage of capacity calculated at each of the four daily survey times for each location,
separately for weekdays and weekends. The results are presented in the following sections
dealing with:

(1)  off street parking (including Macclesfield Borough Council Technical Services and
Leisure Services car parks and private car parks for employers/traders).

(i)  on street parking adjacent to shopping areas and the medical centre.

(iii) on street residential parking, divided into four zones, namely East, West, Albert Road /
Grimshaw Lane (with the Schools) and Kerridge.



For each case the results are presented in the form of Tables summarising the minimum and
maximum numbers of cars present for each of the survey times during either weekdays or at
weekends.

4.1 Off Street Parking

The results for range of occupancy of the off street car parks are shown in Table 3(a) for
weekdays and in Table 3(b) for weekends.

At the main off street public car park, Pool Bank, the greatest demand was at 12-00 noon, and
on two of the week days surveyed it was over full with 77 and 79 cars present compared to 74
marked out spaces. The average occupancy over the week days was 83% at 9-00 am, 99.5%
at 12-00 noon, 83% at 3-00 pm and 54% at 8-00 pm. The occupancy at week ends averaged
50 to 56%. The check on turnover of cars at Pool Bank indicated an average of 30 cars per
hour arriving and 20 cars per hour leaving from 9-30 to 10-30 giving the progressive build up
close to capacity at noon. The trend reversed over the lunch time period with a higher
turnover and an average of 25 cars per hour arriving and 40 cars per hour leaving.

The survey results in Table 3 show that the Adlington Road car park is generally less than
about 60% full, whilst the Recreation Ground car is almost empty during weekday daytimes,
filling up for evening activities and Saturday daytimes. On the other hand, Clough Bank car
park was full during the normal daytime but empty in the evenings and at weekends.

The car park at the Civic Hall is typically 30 to 50% full during daytime but fills up to 60%
during weekday evenings. There were no evening performances at the Civic Hall during the
period of the survey although the car park was full at 8-00 pm on the Monday with a club
activity on that evening. The parking bays at the Civic Hall car park are only 2 metres wide
and this leads to difficulties in car access — the layout does not appear to be optimal for the
space available and this needs to be reviewed.

The remaining off street car parks included in the survey are not public car parks owned by
the Local Authority but are provided in support of specific activities or businesses. The
medical centre car park is typically full for the morning surgeries with a high turnover and
parking overflows onto the adjacent Wellington Road. The recent extension of the white line
outside the entrance to the Medical Centre has improved the sight lines significantly and
removed what had previously been a potentially dangerous situation for cars leaving the
Centre.

The series of small car parks at the Arts Centre, Methodist Church, Catholic Church, Harveys
and the Town Hall, totalling 37 spaces, had a maximum of 21 cars present during the
daytime, peaking at 33 cars on one evening.

The Leisure Centre car parks had a maximum of 46 cars present during day time on week
days, increasing to maxima of 50 to 57 during day time at week ends compared to the
capacity of 63 spaces.

The car park behind the Cheshire Building Society, with 13 spaces, often had 10 cars present
during day times on week days but had 13 or 14 cars present at weekends.



The car park outside the Cooperative Retail shop appears to show average occupancy on
week days in the range 45 to 60% for the capacity of 12 spaces, with a maximum occupancy
of 12 vehicles being recorded on one occasion during the week. Occupancy at week ends
varied from 25 to 50%, with a maximum individual case of 8 cars.

Comments

The Tables demonstrate that the previous capacity of 48 cars at Pool Bank was completely
inadequate despite assurances from a cursory inspection on behalf of Macclesfield Borough
Council that there were no parking problems in Bollington. The car park is heavily used
during the day time on weekdays but the current increased capacity of 74 cars is just about
adequate for existing demand. Whilst there is a clear implication that this car park is
probably used by a number of local employees, residents and visitors for longer term parking,
the turnover figures indicate that it clearly serves an important function in supporting the
local shops in the Palmerston Street area.

The Adlington Road and Clough Bank car parks are intended to provide for visitors to the
Middlewood way. The Recreation Ground car park provides specifically for users of the
Recreation Ground, mainly sports teams. The Adlington Road car park and the Recreation
Ground car park are immediately adjacent to each other. Their use is likely to decrease
during wintertime and on dark evenings except for times of football matches.

The full occupancy of Clough Bank car park during the daytime is because its main use is by
employees at the Adelphi Mill, who overflow from the Adelphi Mill car park into the Clough
Bank car park and along the Clough Bank road itself. The present capacity of 200 spaces for
parking for employees at the Adelphi Mill itself is clearly inadequate. It should be noted that
there are currently no signs to indicate the presence of the Clough Bank car park for its
intended purpose to provide parking for users of the Middlewood Way and this is effectively
the only place in Bollington where disabled visitors can gain access to this leisure trail.

A subsequent check on the Civic Hall car park at the time of an evening performance by the
Bollington Light Opera Group showed that there were 40 cars in the car park itself and a
further 5 parked on the entrance drive. Parking was present extensively along Palmerston
Street and Wellington Road. The general position is that the Civic Hall car park is
completely full when evening events take place.

Whilst the capacity at the Arts Centre, Methodist Church, Catholic Church, Harveys and the
Town Hall car parks is adequate for everyday use, provided the owners are tolerant of general
use, it is not sufficient for big events at the Arts Centre or Methodist Church Hall. The
permissive use of the adjacent Kay Metzeler car park with 35 spaces during evenings
provides some relief but this is also well used on performance evenings.

Parking at the Leisure Centre appears adequate for current demand with some overflow
capacity available on the adjacent ATAX football field on peak occasions.

The pattern of parking at the rear of the Cheshire Building Society suggests that there is
probably significant use by local residents.

The figures for the Cooperative Retail car park would appear to suggest parking here to be
adequate. However, the area of this car park adjacent to Wellington Road is awkwardly



shaped and often all the spaces are not accessible — some of the spaces are blocked off at
times by delivery vehicles. The turnover of parking is high with typical shoppers stopping
for less than 10 minutes — improved capacity could be provided by use of the verge at the rear
of the building on Riverbank Close.

4.2 On Street Parking — Shopping/Medical Centre Areas

Results in the same format of minimum and maximum numbers of cars present on week days

and at weekends for on street parking in shopping areas and outside the medical centre are
shown in Tables 4(a) and 4(b).

On the North side of Palmerston Street, from the bridge to High Street, the number of cars
parked varied from 5 to 15 for a capacity of 15. On the South side of Palmerston Street, the
number of cars parked varied from 9 to 18 for a capacity of 22. The occupancy averaged
over the five week days on the North side varied from 55% to 65% and on the South side this
varied from 48% to 62%. However, the survey reported instances of congestion due to
parking on both sides of the street at the bottom just above the bridge where vehicles often
had to wait. The survey of parking turnover on this stretch showed a steady turnover of about
15 cars per hour, mainly on the South side outside the shops. However, some cars remained
parked here for most of the day despite an intended restriction of parking time to 45 minutes.

The lengths of Wellington Road between the Methodist Church/Medical Centre/Irwell Rise
cover parking requirements for overflow from the Medical Centre’s own car park and for the
newsagent’s, post office and chemist’s shops. Parking only takes place on one side of the
road and the figures in Tables 4(a) and 4(b) show a peak demand of 27 cars for 27 spaces on
some week days at 9-00 am reducing progressively during the day to a peak of 18 cars at 8-00
pm. The average utilisation on week days varied from 67 to 85% for the shopping area
between the Medical Centre and Irwell Rise and decreasing from 82% at 9-00 am to 10% at
8-00 pm between the Medical Centre and the Methodist church (away from the shops). On
the Saturday, the utilisation over the length from the Medical Centre to Irwell Rise varied
from 50% to 85%.

The short length of Wellington Road adjacent to Grimshaw Lane serves two butchers shops,
two garage repair businesses, one baker/confectioner, one Chinese food take away shop, one
hairdresser and two other retail/business premises. In addition there is an Indian restaurant
with its own car park at the rear. Parking takes place on one side of the road only but there
are no parking bays marked and there is only suitable capacity available for about 5 cars as
there is a bus stop and yellow lines from the corner of Grimshaw Lane across the front of the
garage service station. The average parking figures in Table 4(a) show that there are often 6
cars parked here compared to a notional capacity of 5 cars. The average utilisation is high
(>80%) in the mornings, but in practice there are often cars parked on the footway close to
the bend and the pedestrian refuge island.

Comment

Palmerston Street is a key part of the shopping economy in Bollington. Although Pool Bank
car park is the main parking provision for this area, on street parking in Palmerston Street
itself is also important to the shop keepers. A compromise needs to be found between
parking requirements on Palmerston Street and the avoidance of congestion in this area.



The length of Wellington Road between the Methodist Church and Irwell Rise shows high
utilisation on weekdays at 9-00 am, due mainly to the demand at the Medical Centre,
decreasing progressively during the day. The stretch outside the shops is well used at over
60% at all times with short stay high turnover. The length between Garden Street and the
Medical Centre has parking bays marked out whereas the length between Garden Street and
Irwell Rise does not.

The Wellington Road shops close to Grimshaw Lane have inadequate provision for parking.
It is unlikely that additional parking space in this area can be provided, except perhaps at the
end of Ashbrook Road, but as a minimum, a number of short term parking spaces should be
marked out for these shops.

4.3 On Street Parking — Residential — East Area

The results for residential parking for the East area of the Town are shown in the same format
of maximum and minimum occupancy for each of the four times over the days for weekdays
and weekends in Tables 5(a) and 5(b).

On Shrigley Road, parking takes place on one side of the road between Palmerston Street and
Beeston Mount (West) and on the other side of the road between Beeston Mount and Nab
Lane (East), although a few cars sometimes park on the west side just below Nab Lane. The
survey results in Tables 5(a) and (b) show the length between Beeston Mount and Nab Lane
to be heavily utilised particularly in the evenings and at weekends.

On Church Street, parking generally takes place along the full length on one side (East). The
survey results in Tables 5(a) and (b) show approximately 50% utilisation of available space
during the daytime on week days but in the evenings and at week ends the spaces are
sometimes fully utilized. Around the corner leading up to Lord Street, there is capacity for
perhaps 6 cars on one side and this is fully utilized in the evenings. However, at the
Palmerston Street end, particularly in the evenings, parking also takes place on the opposite
(West) side, invariably on the footway and this can cause some congestion.

For Lord Street, the results in Tables 5(a) and 5(b) show that although the utilisation on the
North side is 30 to 40% during weekday daytimes rising to 80% in the evenings, and about 55
to 60% at weekends, parking on the South side is well beyond capacity. This is because there
often 10 or more cars parked on the footway in the evenings and at weekends, tight against
the wall restricting the remaining lane width to permit only a single car width to pass.

For most of the length of Water Street the residents park on one side only (South) and this is
virtually fully utilised in the evenings and at weekends, meaning that cars travelling in
opposite directions cannot pass. However, the remaining lane width is sufficient for
emergency and delivery vehicles and congestion is not serious. There are occasions when a
resident parks on the footway on the opposite side and this should be discouraged. Between
Hazelhurst Drive and Palmerston Street, a small number of cars park on the North side —
whilst there is capacity for perhaps 4 cars there, cars sometimes park right up to the traffic
lights such that if there are cars waiting to come out of Water Street there is no room for cars
trying to enter Water Street to pass, causing a potentially dangerous situation at the junction.

High Street has yellow lines on the very narrow part at the Palmerston Street end and from
Fern Bank Rise up to Chancery Lane. Parking generally takes place on one side of the
remainder but from Water Street to Fern Bank Rise there is often parking on both sides with



consequent restrictions of the road width to a single lane. Utilisation of available capacity is
high particularly in the evenings and at weekends. Residents around “the Green” park on the
perimeter road with no undue problems. Like Water Street the remaining lane width is
sufficient for emergency and delivery vehicles.

Adlington Road is another narrow street where residents’ parking takes place on one side of
the road only, such that the remaining lane width is insufficient to permit cars to pass in
opposite directions. There are occasional spaces that form passing places so that the situation
is tolerable. The remaining lane width is sufficient for passage of emergency and delivery
vehicles. Some congestion occurs with parking on the opposite side of the road beyond the
Middlewood Way Ranger Station, particularly if visitors park on both sides. One resident has
taken measures to prevent people parking on the footway outside his house by placing rocks
on the footway.

The stretch of the main road, Wellington Road, between Adlington Road and the Methodist
Church is an area where parking takes place on both sides of the road and the reduction in the
remaining carriageway width near the Methodist church causes restrictions in traffic flow
noted in the survey as causing congestion. The capacity on both the North and South sides
has been taken as 8 cars each although more cars than this currently park there, particularly in
the evenings. A significant amount of parking on the South side takes place on the footways.

Comment

In general, residents take a responsible attitude to the inherent problems of narrow streets and
absence of off street garage parking at terraced houses. The general trend is for utilisation
figures to increase for residential parking in the evenings and at weekends with some
locations approaching or exceeding their safe capacity. There are some specific regions
where the problems are extreme and the current position does not appear satisfactory.

On Shrigley Road, the road is too narrow above Beeston Mount to allow cars to pass any
wide vehicle safely with parked cars present and some limited congestion occurs at the
position where the changeover of parking from one side to the other takes place.

In Church Street the parking for residents is difficult but just adequate — the road is very
narrow between Lowther Street and Ingersley Vale but there is no alternative to permitting
residents to park on one side here. The parking on the footway at the Palmerston Street end
on the West side is essentially generated by visitors to the local public houses and to the
residential old peoples home, Shrigley Court. Church Street is used by heavy pantechnicons
serving the Tullis Russell factory and there have been problems with access of these vehicles
past parked cars at the bottom end. Additional parking restrictions are scheduled to be
implemented on the corner to Lord Street to provide an adequate turning circle for the heavy
vehicles around the corner.

There are serious problems with parking on Lord Street. The road is very narrow on a steep
hill and the houses on one side have no off street parking. The parking on the footway on the
South side causes significant congestion because cars travelling in opposite directions have to
wait for gaps in flow to be able to progress — the remaining lane width is not wide enough to
permit passage of emergency or any other larger vehicles. The footway is completely
blocked on the South side under these circumstances.



4.4 On Street Parking — Residential — West Area

The results for residential parking for the West area of the Town are shown in Tables 6(a)
and 6(b). The main road through this part of the Town changes its name from Henshall Rd to
Bollington Rd in the vicinity of Princess Drive/Moss Brow. There are two areas on this
stretch where potential problems exist.

Firstly, between Ledley Street and the Sych Farm fields, the residents are forced to park on
the footway and the capacity has been taken as 7 although occasionally there may be 8 cars
there. Whilst this does not cause congestion, other than when heavy vehicles need to pass,
the footway itself is blocked. During the period of the survey there were no cars parked on
length of Henshall Road between Princess St and Ledley St but parking here has been
common in the past. This causes problems with the exit from Ashbrook Road onto the main
road, as does parking in Ashbrook road close to the main road junction — both of these
matters need to be addressed.

Secondly, Bollington Road narrows at the junction with Kingsway and parking of cars
outside the houses on the North side between this location and Princess Drive (West) restricts
the width of the carriageway such that traffic cannot pass in opposite directions and
frequently has to take turns to move.

Comment

Bollington Cross Primary School is located on Bollington Road. Although traffic is busy at
start and finish times for the School, and the pedestrian crossing lights lead to stoppages for
parents taking children to School, this does not really cause much additional disruption than
the already busy rush hour type traffic in the morning.

In general, Tables 6(a) and 6(b) show that there is adequate capacity for on street parking to
meet the demand in the remaining parts of the West area surveyed. However, there are
potential problems where parking on the footways is endemic. For example, although
parking takes place only on one side of most of Ovenhouse Lane, at the Henshall Road end
parking takes place on both sides, much of it on the footways. Parking on one side restricts
the carriageway width such that cars can only pass in one direction and thus cars have to give
way in non parked areas to allow reasonable movement to take place. The general issue of
parking on footways is discussed later in this report.

4.5 On Street Parking — Residential — Albert Road and Grimshaw Lane Schools Areas

The results for residential parking for Albert Road and Grimshaw Lane are shown in Tables
7(a) and 7(b). Albert Road has both Dean Valley Community School and St Gregory’s
Primary School on it whilst Grimshaw Lane has St John’s Primary School on it. Albert Road
also provides access to the Slater Harrison factory, to the County Council recycling centre
and to the local Fire and Rescue Service unit.

On Albert Road, parking takes place on the North side of the road between Riverbank Close
and Calder Close and on the South side of the road from Calder Close to Moss Brow. The
road is not wide enough to allow passage of vehicles in opposite directions when parked cars
are present on one side and hence when there is a high demand for traffic movement as at
start and finish of the Schools there is serious congestion. This is limited to short periods but
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at these times examples have been reported of driving on the footways which is potentially
highly dangerous with parents and young children walking to School. Table 7(a) shows that
the parking demand on Albert Road peaks at 9-00 and 3-00 pm but these results may not have
captured the worst peak situation as it is highly dependent on School start and finishing times.

At the lower end of Moss Brow, parking again takes place on one side of the road with a high
percentage of cars parked on the footway. This tends to avoid potential congestion but the
whole issue of parking on the footways is discussed later.

In addition to St John’s School, Grimshaw Lane is the access to the Adelphi Mill and to BC
Transport, one of the heavy vehicle users in the Town. Tables 7(a) and 7(b) do not show a
very high utilisation of the available parking spaces on different lengths of Grimshaw Lane.
However, the survey reported congestion problems at School start and finish times.

The results of the survey for the Schools themselves are shown in Table 9. It can be seen that
the percentages of children travelling to school by car varies from 44% at St John’s School to
58% at Bollington Cross School. Dean Valley Community School is by far the largest of the
Schools with about 190 pupils attending and hence with approximately 50% of pupils
travelling by car has the highest absolute numbers of vehicle movements. This means that
there is a concentrated influx on Albert Road of about 90 vehicles delivering children to Dean
Valley School and a further 48 vehicles delivering children to St Gregory’s School on Albert
Road although the Schools do have slightly staggered start and finish times. Inevitably there
is serious congestion at these periods.

Comment

There is currently a review of provision of primary school places in Bollington which is
expected to lead to merger of Bollington Cross and St John’s Schools, eventually onto a
single site, yet to be determined. Clearly the change to a larger school will lead to greater
traffic problems at that location and this needs to be taken into account in the planning of the
future of these Schools.

It is understood that professional traffic surveys have been commissioned by parties
concerned with planning applications for light industrial developments on land at the end of
Albert Road. These appear to have arrived at conflicting conclusions, depending which party
commissioned the work. However, one of these surveys concludes that there is a significant
conflict between the different uses by residents, schools, fire service and industry.

4.6 On Street Parking — Residential — Kerridge Area

The results for the on street parking in the Kerridge area are shown in Tables 8(a) and 8(b).
It can be seen that there are no apparent capacity problems except at the Oak Lane/Jacksons
Lane junction. Indeed the recently constructed houses on Jackson’s Lane do have parking
spaces provided at the rear although residents do not always use them and there is spare
capacity here. The main problems are three locations where the road is narrow, namely the
entry to Jackson’s Lane from Grimshaw Lane, the intersection of Jackson’s Lane and
Redway Lane and up Redway Lane itself. Parking takes place on both sides of the road at the
entry to Jackson’s Lane and before the road widens out this leads to restrictions on cars
passing. At the junction between Jackson’s Lane and Redway Lane there is a high demand
for parking outside the houses on the West side. However, some residents park on the East
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side on the footway and this causes narrowing of the carriageway and obstruction of the
footway.

Comment

A relatively short extension to the yellow lines would eliminate the problem at the entry to
Jacksons Lane from Grimshaw Lane.

Limiting parking to the West side of Jacksons Lane in the region of Redway Lane could be
accommodated. Although it may mean some residents parking a little further away from
their houses, there is plenty of space further along Jackson’s Lane where the road is wide.

4.7 Employment and other car parks

The major employment locations in the Town are at the Adelphi and Clarence Mills and at
the firms that also use heavy transport, namely BC Transport, Kay Metzeler, Slater Harrison
and Tullis Russell. Each of these locations provides its own parking facilities with capacities
as follows:

Adelphi Mill — 200
Clarence Mill — 188
Kay Metzeler — 35
Tullis Russell — 80
Slater Harrison — 40
BC Transport — 30

There is insufficient parking at the Adelphi Mill and the overspill fills up the Clough Bank
car park, intended for visitors to the Middlewood Way and spills onto the road at Clough
Bank as well. Clarence Mill now consists of a mixture of residential flats and some
commercial businesses. It has a specially constructed multi level car park at the rear. This
car park is often close to full and any further expansion of employment bringing in extra cars
would require consideration of the parking situation.

The car parks for the other employment firms appear satisfactory to provide parking for their
employees without any significant conflict with adjacent on street parking.

4.8 Heavy Vehicle Movements

Table 10 shows the results of heavy vehicle movements provided by the four major firms
based in the Town using heavy transport. BC Transport generally involves vehicle
movements along the main road and then up Grimshaw Lane to Clough Bank. Kay Metzeler
involves movements along the main road to their factory, just past the medical centre. Slater
Harrison involves movements along the main road and then down Albert Road to its end just
before the recycling centre. Tullis Russell involves movements all the way through the Town
along the main road to Church Street and then along Church Street to the entrance to their
factory at the bottom of Lord Street. Thus all the heavy wagons travel on the main road to
the junction with Grimshaw Lane and they then separate off to the different factory sites.
From Table 10 it can be seen that there can be over 80 heavy vehicles from these firms
entering or leaving the Town in a half day period, say up to 20 vehicles per hour. In addition,
there is a significant number of delivery vehicles to the shops and public houses and other
heavy goods vehicles making through journeys.
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There are three bus services running through Bollington, 10/10A Macclesfield to Bollington,
11 Macclesfield to Kerridge and 392 Macclesfield to Stockport via Bollington. The 10/10A
service travels the full length of the main road through Bollington in each direction every half
hour throughout the day and hourly from 6-15 pm to 11-15 pm. The 11 service runs hourly
in each direction, and deviates off the main road around Princess Drive and Southwest
Avenue before turning up Grimshaw Lane to Kerridge. The 392 service travels along the
main road right through Bollington at hourly intervals in each direction. Thus there are
typically 5 buses per hour in each direction during the day.

In addition to the service buses there are 4 school buses that pick up and return children from
Bollington to secondary schools in Macclesfield from about 8-30 in the morning and
returning at about 3-30 in the afternoon, running the full length of the main road and any non-
scheduled buses or coaches making journeys through Bollington.

4.9 Events

During the period of the survey, one of the major annual events organised in the Town took
place, namely the Transport Extravaganza. This event is organised at the Adelphi Mill car
park area on a Sunday, and involves exhibitions of visiting vintage cars and other
entertainment stalls, attracting a large number of visitors from outside Bollington. The main
Adelphi Mill car park area is occupied by the exhibits and is not available to visitors. Visitor
parking was organised at the Bailey’s yard site opposite Clough Bank and at St John’s
School. The event was manned by stewards and the additional parking arranged for the event
was adequate to cope with the demand and avoid any significant congestion.

On the weekend before the survey period, a special charity event was organised in the Town
based at eight of the public houses, called ‘Mind Body and Boogie’. No special
arrangements were made for stewarding or parking. On the Saturday evening, Pool Bank car
park was full and the on street parking areas near to the public houses involved were also
fully occupied. Whilst this parking restricted traffic flow on the narrow streets to one way at
a time, and a degree of congestion resulted, there were no major unacceptable problems.

After completion of the survey, a particular note was taken of the parking situation for an
event held on a Saturday night at the Arts Centre and an event at the Civic Hall. The
audience capacity at the Arts Centre was perhaps 60 but the surrounding available parking
capacity was not fully occupied and was adequate for this event. At the Civic Hall the
audience capacity was about 110 for the Light Opera Group, and as noted in Section 4.1 the
car park was completely full with overflow onto Palmerston Street. It should be noted that
the audience capacity for concerts at the Methodist Church or at the Civic Hall can be
significantly higher, and the parking arrangements are likely to be more stretched for capacity
audiences at these locations.

The general position appears to be that parking for events can be stretched for the larger
events. However, there does not appear to be any obvious way of increasing the capacity
although some coordination of the use of available car parks would be helpful.

4.10 Parking on footways and yellow lines

The survey showed endemic parking on footways at the following locations:
o Church Street — Palmerston St end — West side — 65 to 100% of cars parked.
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o Lord Street — Allen Street area — South side — 40 to 75% of cars parked.

J Palmerston Street — Aqueduct to Queen Street — South side — 25 to 100% of cars
parked.

J Palmerston Street — Tullis Russell to Church St — North side — 75 to 100% of cars on
footway and yellow lines — (Chinese food takeaway shop).

J Palmerston Street — Hurst Lane to Adlington Road — South side — 33 to 67% of cars
parked.

J Wellington Road — Adlington Road to Methodist Church — South side — 50 to 80% of
cars parked.

J Wellington Road — Irwell Rise to Albert Road — North side — 25 to 100% of cars

parked.

o Wellington Road — Albert Rd to Grimshaw Lane — South side — 20 to 45% of cars
parked.

J Moss Brow — Longrow — East side — 15 to 30 % of cars parked.

J Henshall Road — Ledley St to Sych Hall Farm — South side — 90 to 100% cars parked.

J Bollington Road — Kingsway to Princess Drive — South side — 10 to 20% cars parked.

J Ovenhouse Lane — East Avenue to Henshall Road — West Side — 60 to 90% of cars
parked.

J Ovenhouse Lane — East Avenue to Henshall Road — East Side — 80 to 100% of cars
parked.

o Barnfield Road — anywhere — 90 to 100% of cars are parked on the footway.

o Jackson’s Lane — Oak Lane to Jackson’s Lane bus stop — East side — 50 to 100% of cars
parked.

o Grimshaw Lane — Jackson’s Lane to Aqueduct — South side — up to 40% of cars parked.

It should be noted that many other residential areas in the Town were not included in the
survey. The impression is that parking on footways is endemic to many residential estates,
leading to restrictions to the carriageway width such that two cars cannot pass but there is
generally sufficient access for emergency or heavy vehicles in one direction. One or both
footways may well be obstructed in such circumstances.

4.11 Accident statistics

The Cheshire County Council Highways Department has made available information from
their statistical records of accidents in Bollington over the period 2003 to 2006. These
accident records are derived from those accidents reported to the police and hence do not
include minor incidents not involving personal injury or the police being called to the scene.
The statistics are divided into three categories, fatal, serious and slight. There were no fatal
traffic accidents recorded in the Town during this period. There were three accidents in the
serious category recorded within the Town and a further three at the Silk Road roundabout.
The three serious accidents within the Town were on Wellington Road at Garden Street, on
Henshall Road at the Southwest Avenue junction, and on Albert Road at the Calder Close
junction. There were eleven minor accidents recorded at different locations on the main road,
and a further eight minor accidents at other locations. Most of the accidents occurred at
positions where the present survey has noted a degree of congestion due to restricted lane
widths because of the presence of parked cars.
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5.0 DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
5.1 Manual for Streets

Guidance is available from the Department for Transport publication “Manual for Streets”,
M{S, published in March 2007, replacing the previous Design Bulletin 32. MfS includes the
standards that are considered appropriate for parking issues and highway design. MfS
focuses on lightly-trafficked residential streets, but many of its key principles may be
applicable to other types of street, for example high streets and lightly-trafficked lanes in
rural areas. It does not apply to trunk roads. Although MfS is expected to be used
predominantly for the design, construction, adoption and maintenance of new residential
streets, it is also applicable to existing residential streets subject to redesign.

M{S aims to promote inclusive design that places people at the heart of the design process. It
emphasises that designers should place a high priority on meeting the needs of pedestrians,

cyclists, and public transport users so that growth in these modes of travel is encouraged.

M{S discourages the building of streets that are:

. primarily designed to meet the needs of motor traffic;
. bland and unattractive;
. unsafe and unwelcoming to pedestrians and cyclists;

. difficult to serve by public transport; and
. poorly designed and constructed

The Foreword to MfS contains the following statements —

“This publication represents a strong Government and Welsh Assembly commitment to
the creation of sustainable and inclusive public spaces. We hope that everyone who
plays a part in making and shaping the built environment will embrace its principles to
help deliver places that work for communities now, and in the future.”

“It puts well-designed residential streets at the heart of sustainable communities.”

“MIfS updates the link between planning policy and residential street design. It
challenges some established working practices and standards that are failing to produce
good-quality outcomes, and asks professionals to think differently about their role in
creating successful neighbourhoods.”

The following extracts are taken from the Manual for Streets on technical guidance for
streets:

e A minimum carriageway width of 5.5 m with footways of at least 2.0 m is
recommended for a ‘main street’, with the comment that “streets on bus routes
should not generally be less than 6.0 m wide”.

e A minimum carriageway width of 5.0 m is recommended to facilitate access by
waste collection vehicles, but “smaller widths are acceptable where on-street
parking is discouraged.”

e A minimum carriageway width of 4.8 m is just sufficient for a car and a heavy
vehicle to pass.
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e  For footways “the minimum unobstructed width for pedestrians should generally
be 2 m”.

o The minimum width for fire appliance access is 2.75 m but that this should apply
only “over short distances”, with a requirement that “the local Fire Safety Officer
should be consulted where a carriageway width of less than 3.7 m is proposed”;
3.7 m being the width now required for the operating space at the scene of a fire.

o Parking bays should be 6 m x 2 m (2.4 m where there is no footway or paved
margin) when parallel and contiguous with carriageways. When in communal
parking areas bays should be 4.8 m x 2.4 m with bays for people with disabilities
being 3.6 m wide (or 3 m wide where two adjacent bays share a loading area).

5.2  Application of MfS to Bollington

The streets of Bollington have developed over the past 200 years or so, with carriageways
and footways now constrained by the presence of buildings. Some traffic schemes have been
implemented in recent years, although with little or no consultation of the local community.
These include provision of pedestrian refuge islands at some locations along the main road
through the town, marking of parking spaces at some locations (e.g. one side of Palmerston
Street, a short length of Wellington Road to one side of Garden Street, and a length of
Bollington Road between the Princess Drive (East) and Flash Lane junction). These changes
were implemented before the publication of Manual for Streets, presumably intended to
follow the previous guidance document Design Bulleting 32. However, there has been no
consistent attempt to take into account the needs of the wider community as set out in the
terms of reference of the present study.

With the constraints of existing construction of buildings, carriageways and footways, it will
not be possible to meet all the objectives and technical guidance of MfS in Bollington. It will
be necessary for some compromises to be made on the ideal guidance for new design and
construction — nevertheless it is possible for significant improvements to be made. The
general position is that the main road through Bollington is already too narrow and the
provision of cycle lanes is impracticable and does not require further consideration. The bus
routes are well provided with bus stops that are broadly in accordance with recommendations
in MfS, although the red shale markings are considered by the local community to be a waste
of public funding and intrusive in conservation areas. Dropped kerbs have been provided at
many junctions or other points where pedestrians cross the street to assist disabled users and
those with pushchairs. The existing footway widths vary substantially throughout the Town
and it is impracticable to provide a width of 2 metres in most places. Provided there are
sufficient passing places of 2 metre width on the footways, it is suggested that a compromise
can be made on carriageway and footway widths by maintaining a minimum footway width
of 1.5 metres where possible.

The basic problem with the various locations where the survey has identified/confirmed some
degree of congestion to be occurring is that parking on one or both sides of the road reduces
the carriageway to an unacceptable extent. It is recommended that the basic guiding
principles should be as follows:

(i)  On the main road through the Town, the width of the carriageway should always
be sufficient for a heavy vehicle in one direction to pass a car in the opposite
direction without restriction. It will not be possible at all locations to arrange that
two heavy vehicles can always pass each other.
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(i)  On access roads used by heavy vehicles there should always be sufficient
carriageway width for these vehicles to progress in one direction and sufficient
passing points that these vehicles can move forward alternately with cars in the
opposite direction.

(iii)  On residential roads there should always be sufficient carriageway width for
emergency vehicles to have through access, with sufficient passing points for cars
to be able to progress in alternate directions unless the road is a one way street.

The following specific requirements can be derived from the basic principles above taken
with the Manual for Streets guidelines.

5.3

(1) On the main road through Bollington, the width of the remaining carriageway
should be a minimum of at least 5.5 m, although as a bus route with significant
heavy vehicle movements a minimum clear carriageway of 6.0 metres could be
justified. For parking on one side the width of the carriageway between kerbs
should be a minimum of 7.5 m and for parking on both sides the width between
kerbs should be 9.5 m (assuming no parking is permitted on the footways).

(i)  For access roads used by heavy vehicles, the clear carriageway width should be a
minimum of 4.8 m. For parking on one side the road width between kerbs should
be a minimum of 6.8 m and for parking on both sides the minimum width
between kerbs should be 8.8 m.

(iii) For residential roads the minimum clear carriageway width should be 4.1 m so
that overall road widths should be a minimum of 6.1 m for one side parking and
8.1 for double parking although these could be reduced if there were sufficient
passing places.

Specific recommendations

The following recommendations topics are numbered so that they can be clearly identified for
proper discussion and individual consideration by the relevant authorities.

5.3.1

1.

Off street parking

Parking arrangements at Pool Bank, Adlington Road Ranger Station and the Recreation
Ground now appear adequate for the current demand. The Adlington Road car park is
not well laid out for utilisation of available space and the capacity could be increased
significantly if there was an increased demand from visitors or a wish to promote
tourism.

Whilst the current capacity at the Civic Hall car park appears adequate, the parking
spaces are too narrow at 2 metres width and the layout needs to be revised to increase
the widths whilst retaining the same capacity if possible. It is also recommended that a
notice should be put up at the Civic Hall car park to indicate that alternative parking for
events at the Civic Hall is available at the Adlington Road Ranger Station and
Recreation Ground car parks.

Clough Bank car park is not used for its intended purpose as a location for visitors to
the Middlewood Way and this is not surprising because there are no signs to indicate it
as the most suitable access point for disabled visitors. It is however fully utilised
during normal working hours by employees at the Adelphi Mill. It is recommended
that a sign to Clough Bank car park as access point for disabled persons should be
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placed on Grimshaw Lane opposite Clough Bank and that five places at the Clough
Bank car park should be reserved for disabled persons. This is higher than the normal
minimum percentage recommended for an individual car park as the other car parks
intended for users of the Middlewood Way are not suitable for access to the trail by
disabled persons. It is also recommended that discussions should take place with the
management of the Adelphi Mill to seek an arrangement in which there is adequate
parking provision for employees at the Mill without displacing parking by tourism
visitors to Bollington.

4.  For small events at the Arts Centre, the surrounding parking arrangements, including
Kay Metzeler, Catholic Church and Town Hall/Harvey car parks are adequate. For
bigger events at the Methodist Church it would be helpful to have additional capacity.
An imaginative scheme could provide at least an additional 24 spaces under the arches
of the Middlewood Way.

5.3.2  Parking for shops

5. Provision of parking spaces to support the local shops is patchy and should be
improved. Designated parking places outside shops should be restricted to a 30 minute
period. Capacity at the Coop shop could be increased at the rear on Riverbank Close.

6. It is recommended that a total of 6 on street parking bays should be marked out on
Wellington Road on the Garden Street side between Garden Street and Irwell Rise, with
a reduction in the width of the footway to a minimum of 1.5 metres for this length.

7. It is also recommended that discussions be held with the owners of the businesses on
the Grimshaw Lane side of Wellington Road close to the junction with Grimshaw Lane
to see if agreement could be reached on reducing the width of the footway to permit a
total of 5 parking bays to be provided.

8.  The other location where problems occur with parking for shops is on the brow of the
hill at the East end of Palmerston Street where short term parking takes place on the
footway and on yellow lines. It is recommended that serious discussions take place to
find an imaginative solution to providing 3 to 4 short term parking spaces using the
verge/paved area between Church Street and the brow of the hill.

5.3.3  Congestion spots

9. When the points identified as causing congestion are considered, the following
conclusions can be drawn.

10. The actual and potential (if parking on the footway is not permitted) congestion points
identified on the main road where parking currently takes place are as follows:

o The junction of Bollington Road with Kingsway. The road width here locally is
down to 6.1 m but the footways/verges are wide. It would be possible to realign
the road width to a minimum of 7 m by taking out some of the present footways
at a minimum width of 1.5 metres and still permit residents’ parking on one side.

o The junction of Henshall Road with Ledley St (if parking on the footway is not
permitted). The footway on the Ashbrook Road side is wide and it would be
possible to increase the road width and permit parking on the opposite side
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14.

15.

16.

17.

between Ledley St and Sych Farm without parking on the footway. Parking
should be discouraged between Princess St and Ledley St.

o On Wellington Road between Irwell Rise and Albert Road when parking takes
place on both sides of the road. The most appropriate action here is to restrict
parking to one side only where the road width is inadequate to park on both sides.

o On Wellington Road between the Methodist Church and Adlington Road due to
parking on both sides of the road. In this case, the yellow lines outside the
Methodist Church should be extended around the corner for a further 10 metres
or so and parking restricted on the opposite side where the road width is too
narrow for parking on both sides.

o On Palmerston Street between Queen Street (lower end) and High Street due to
parking on both sides of the street. No adjustments to pavement widths appear
possible here and the only alternative is to stop parking for a distance of one or
two car lengths outside the Hollybush public house. This would displace parking
up the street but in general there is adequate capacity here and at Pool Bank.

o On Shrigley Road if cars park on both sides of the road opposite each other. It
may be necessary to provide a longer gap between the end of parking on one side
and the start of parking on the opposite side.

The access roads used by heavy transport vehicles in addition to the main road are
Grimshaw Lane, Albert Road and Church Street. The main congestion issues raised are
at the Schools for limited periods at start and finish times. It is recommended that the
Education Authority should hold discussions with the Schools to explore providing a
local bus around Bollington to pick up and deliver pupils to and from the primary
Schools. If they are not prepared to do this, it is essential that parking in Grimshaw
Lane and Albert Road only takes place on one side of the road and that sufficient
passing places are provided to allow moving traffic to pass.

With a carriageway width of 5 metres at the lower end of Church Street, parking on one
side reduces the effective carriageway width to 3 metres. Since there is no alternative
parking for residents, the alternatives here are either to accept the present situation or to
consider making a one way system along Church Street from the junction with Lowther
Street and up Lord Street to the top end of High Street. This solution would only be
possible if Tullis Russell were able to provide a through route for their heavy vehicles
entering their works at the Church Street end and leaving at the Palmerston Street exit.

On the residential roads, the most critical is Lord Street. With parking on one side
necessary for residents, the effective carriageway width is 3.5 m to 4 m. Parking should
not be permitted on the opposite side as this restricts access for emergency vehicles.
The possibility of a one way system up Lord Street should be considered.

At Kerridge, a relatively short extension to the yellow lines at the Grimshaw
Lane/Jackson’s Lane junction would eliminate congestion here. At the junction
between Jackson’s Lane and Redway Lane parking should be discouraged on the East
side on the footway. In general, the remaining congestion issues on residential roads
are tolerable, subject to the issue of parking on footways being resolved satisfactorily.

Specific recommendations on local junction issues are:

(1)  parking should be discouraged for a distance of at least 15 metres at the end of
Water Street at its junction with Palmerston Street
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5.34

18.

19.

(i) parking should be discouraged on Henshall Rd opposite Ashbrook Rd and on
Ashbrook Road for a distance of at least 15 metres from the junction.

Parking on footways

Manual for Streets contains the following statement about parking on footways.
“Outside London footway parking is not generally prohibited, but local authorities can
prohibit footway parking through a TRO. Any such order would, however, need to be
enforced, which may be costly without an awareness-raising campaign. Local
authorities should therefore aim to encourage drivers to regard the footway as reserved
for pedestrians, and public information and education programmes can help to influence
attitudes in line with this objective.”

As noted above, parking on footways is endemic to many parts of Bollington (as in
many other towns and villages). In the past, this has tended to be allowed to continue
by default because there has been no-one available to take action. However, with the
advent of decriminalisation of parking, the responsibility for enforcement will pass to
the Local Authorities. If a blanket view is taken by these authorities that any parking
on footways is an offence, and enforcement officials start to impose fines, this will
cause chaos and intense resentment by residents in Bollington who have in the past
parked on the footways outside their houses because they have nowhere else to go.
Whilst there are some locations where parking on footways is causing congestion on
the main roads or unacceptable obstruction on the footway itself, there are many other
locations where the practice is relatively harmless. It is essential for Bollington Town
Council to take action to discuss with the relevant Local Authority in which
areas/locations parking will not be permitted on footways and in which areas no action
will be taken against those who have no alternative parking space available.

5.3.5 Yellow lines

20.

6.0

Bollington is an historic Town with four zones identified as Conservation Areas. There
is no wish for extensive use of yellow lines as parking restrictions, indeed there is a
preference to reduce their use if possible. It is therefore recommended that any further
use of yellow lines should be kept to the absolute minimum to implement the
recommendations above. Where possible, consideration should be given to use of
notices indicating restriction of time or warning that parking will be considered as an
obstruction as has been done in parts of Macclesfield Town. Furthermore if it is
essential to use yellow lines in Conservation Areas, these should be of the thinner,
primrose colour rather than the broad bright yellow type.

CONCLUSIONS

An extensive survey of parking problems has been carried out over a seven day period during
September 2007 in Bollington. Whilst in general, off street parking provision is currently
adequate, various problems have been identified where on-street parking causes local
congestion. Recommendations have been made to overcome the most significant of these
problems. Implementation should be discussed between Bollington Town Council and the
relevant Local Authorities responsible for enforcement of parking restrictions.
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Figure 1

Map of Bollington showing street names.
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